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MUSEUM OF SCIENCE AND INDUSTRY, CHICAGO’S FIVE-STORY, 

GIANT DOME THEATER INTRODUCES STATE-OF-THE-ART PROJECTION SYSTEM 
Chicago’s only giant-dome theater among the world’s first to debut new laser projection system  

 
CHICAGO (May 30, 2017)—The Museum of Science and Industry, Chicago (MSI) is unveiling a 

new, state-of-the-art projection system in its five-story, wrap-around Giant Dome Theater. MSI’s 

Giant Dome Theater—renamed from the Omnimax® Theater to reflect the change in 

technology—is the first in Chicago to implement this projection system, and only the second in 

the world.  

This new system—D3D/Christie Laser Dome, an Evanston-based company—uses three 

different laser projectors that stitch together images, offering a brighter, clearer and more 

colorful picture. The system also allows for greater content flexibility inside the dome.  

“We are excited to debut this technology in Chicago and believe that D3D and Christie’s laser-

illuminated solution will continue to create the sense of awe that MSI guests have come to 

expect,” said Gil Perez, director of film and guest operations at MSI. “As a world-class 

institution, we have set the bar extremely high, and we are confident that guests will feel even 

more immersed in the rich science-oriented topics presented in the movies we select.” 

To celebrate the new system, MSI is offering reduced pricing throughout June and is debuting 

Amazon Adventure, a new film that depicts the 11-year journey of Henry Walter Bates through 

the Amazon rainforest in the 1800s. Also showing is Dream Big, which reveals the human 

ingenuity behind engineering marvels around the world.  

Giant Dome Theater offerings are not included in Museum Entry, but through June 30, guests 

can purchase additional timed-entry tickets at a reduced price of $9 for adults and $6 for kids 

ages 3-11 (typically $12 for adults and $9 for kids). 

Amazon Adventure will show daily at 11 a.m., 1 p.m., 3 p.m. (and 5 p.m. on dates with extended 
hours) beginning May 29 through the spring of 2018. Dream Big will show daily at 10 a.m., 
noon, 2 p.m. (and 4 p.m. on dates with extended hours) through February 2018.  

In 2016, more than 300,000 people visited MSI’s dome theater. The theater first opened 1986 

and has shown films showcasing the wonders of space, wildlife, engineering, weather and 

more, including Tornado Alley, National Parks Adventure, Hubble, Space Junk, Flight of the 

Butterflies and Great White Shark.  

The Giant Dome Theater is supported by Dover Foundation. 

The Museum of Science and Industry, Chicago (MSI), one of the largest science museums in 
the world, offers world-class and uniquely interactive experiences that inspire inventive genius 
and foster curiosity. From groundbreaking and award-winning exhibits that can’t be found 
anywhere else, to hands-on opportunities that make you the scientist—a visit to MSI is where 
fun and learning mix. Through its Center for the Advancement of Science Education (CASE), 
the Museum offers a variety of student, teacher and family programs that make a difference in 
communities and contribute to MSI’s larger vision: to inspire and motivate children to achieve 
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their full potential in science, technology, medicine and engineering. Come visit and find your 
inspiration! MSI is open 9:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. every day except Thanksgiving and Christmas day. 
Extended hours, until 5:30 p.m., are offered during peak periods. The Museum is grateful for the 
support of its donors and guests, who make its work possible. MSI is also supported in part by 
the people of Chicago through the Chicago Park District. For more information, visit 
msichicago.org or call (773) 684-1414. 
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