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Intestines

The intestines are vital organs
in the gastrointestinal tract of
our digestive system. Their
functions are to digest food
and to enable the nutrients
released from that food to
enter into the bloodstream.
Our intestines consist of two
major subdivisions: the small
intestine and the large
intestine. The small intestine is
much smaller in diameter, but
is much longer and more
massive than the large
intestine. Together the
intestines take up most of the
space within the abdominal
body cavity and are folded
many times over to pack their
enormous length into such a
small area.

Gross Anatomy

The intestines are located
inferior to the stomach in the
abdominal body cavity. They
are connected to the posterior
wall of the abdomen by the
mesentery, a thin vascular
membrane. Blood vessels of
the mesentery carry
oxygenated blood to support
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Liver

wn Weighing in at around 3
pounds, the liver is the body’s
second largest organ; only the
skin is larger and heavier. The
liver performs many essential
functions related to digestion,
metabolism, immunity, and the
storage of nutrients within the
body. These functions make
the liver a vital organ without
which the tissues of the body
would quickly die from lack of
energy and nutrients.
Fortunately, the liver hasan  s0.com
incredible capacity for
regeneration of dead or
damaged tissues; it is capable
of growing as quickly as a
cancerous tumor to restore its
normal size and function.
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Anatomy of the
Liver

Gross Anatomy
The liver is a roughly triangular
organ that extends across the
entire abdominal cavity just
inferior to the diaphragm. Most
of the liver’s mass is located

on the right side of the body
where it descends inferiorlv
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have to eat constantly instead
of just a few times each day.
The stomach also secretes a
mixture of acid, mucus, and
digestive enzymes that helps
to digest and sanitize our food
while it is being stored.

Anatomy of the
Stomach

Gross Anatomy
The stomach is a rounded,
hollow organ located just
inferior to the diaphragm in
the left part of the abdominal
cavity. Located between the
esophagus and the duodenum,
the stomach is a roughly
crescent-shaped enlargement
of the gastrointestinal tract.
The inner layer of the stomach
is full of wrinkles known as
rugae (or gastric folds). Rugae
both allow the stomach to
stretch in order to
accommodate large meals and
helo to arip and move food
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The kidneys are the waste filtering and disposal system of the body. As much as 1/3 of .
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